Our Ref: RWh/JMo
1st October 2009

Dear Parent
Just a note to keep you informed of progress in our new school.   Your children/our students look great in their school uniform.   Thank you very much for supporting this and I hope that we can rely on your continued support to keep this high standard.   Uniform is checked daily, including footwear and I can confirm that our dress code states black shoes (not trainers or pumps).   Could I also ask you to check that your son/daughter has their diary with them at school every day.
There have been some delays in the dining hall as both staff and students familiarise themselves with the systems but we are confident that this will continue to improve.   We are now all used to our split lunchtimes and have introduced a ‘grab a bag’ service in the dining hall to help speed up the service.   Students can pre-order and pre-pay for a lunch which is ready for them to collect at lunchtime queues – ideal for those students who enjoy a sandwich lunch.   
We have experienced some problems with the volume of traffic at Lidgett Lane school entrance and I would like to clarify some points for you.    There is a school entrance on Talbot Avenue which you may prefer to use.   We have also been in consultation with the Highways Department and local residents and it has been decided that both sides of the road at the Lidgett Lane entrance will be a no parking area with double yellow lines.   There will be an area marked on the road for students to cross.   I realise this will mean that you need to park further away from the school entrance if dropping off or collecting your child but this decision has been taken with the care of our students in mind.   I’m sure you will agree that student safety has to be our priority.
We have also been in contact with the ‘My Bus’ Company to ask that the service is prompt as it has arrived too late for students to register on time on occasion this term.

Can I remind you that the school is open to students from 8.00 am.   There is a breakfast service available, the library and ‘Cyber Cafe’ are also open for student use.   The first bell sounds at 8.45am and students need to be in school at that time to access their lockers as learning begins at the second bell at 08.50am.   The student entry doors are then locked and the students can only enter the building through the attendance entrance and are officially marked as late.   Please could you encourage your son/daughter to be in school for 08.45 at the latest.    Several students are regularly marked late for the sake of a few minutes (the walk up the drive takes 5 mins) and are missing up to 10 mins of learning in session 1 on a regular basis.
We feel that we have had a good start for this academic year in our new school.   Our students appear to enjoy this learning environment and we look forward to the positive outcomes in their progress.   There are further phases of development of the site but we will continue to keep you informed as much as possible.
If you have any queries do not hesitate to get in touch.
Finally, we have two more training days next week and school will be closed on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th October.    We do understand this is an inconvenience but it is two of our five statutory training days.

Yours faithfully

Mr R Whittaker
Headteacher

